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Preached at S* Clemens Danes, 
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Mr. George Heycock. 
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EcCL 9. 7. 3. 


It is bettey to goto the houſe of mourning , then tog0f 
houſe of feaſling : for that is the end a "the 
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living will lay it to heart. | 
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To the Friends of the party 
deccaſed- 


>7 T grieved me when I was to 
£2 perform the laſt office to our 
4; deceaſed Friend, that I had 
cop ee ſcarce the ſtump of a voice 
left me , ſo that very few did diſtinttly 
hear what | &id deliver. This hath 
made me the more willingly condeſcend to 
your defire in Printing this Sermon,that 
your Eye may peruſe What your Ear did 
not receive. And as you have honoured 
your dead Friend in attending hu Corpſe 
in ſo ſad and ſolemn an equipage , ſo y0tt 
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(hall truly honour your ſelves ,in- follow - 
ing his example, and imitating thoſe ver- 
tues which were eminent in him, T hb: is: 


the defire of 
Your unſeigned friend, 


Thomas Fuller-- 


Acrs 13: 36: 


For David after he had ſerved his own gencration after 
the will of God, fell aſleep, &c. 


z22z420 N this Chapter Saint Pau/doth de- 
PP monſtrate the Reſurrection of our 
bleſſed Saviour by three ſeveral pla- 

_ ces of Scripture , foretold and now 
fulfilld, The Law faith, i» the month 
of two. or three witueſies rhe truth ſhall 

be eftabliſhed... Two may , Three muſt do the deed ; 

Two. make full meaſure, Three make meaſure preſſed 

down and running over. And ſuch doth the Apoſtle 

giveus inthe .proof of this poinr. 

The firſt place he citeth Pſalm 2.7; Thou art my ſon, 
this day bave 1 begotten thee : The ſecond, 1ſaiah 55.3. 
I. will give you the ſure wercies of David :; The laſt, 
P/alms 16. 11. Thow (halt not ſuffer thy holy one to ſee 
corruption. 

23: Iris obſervable, thatthe ſame. Text, As a. 31. is 

alſo alledged, expounded, applyed and preſſed by 

Saint Pa4.to prove the ReſurreQion of Chriſts bo- 

dy,uncorrupted, See here = holy Harmony betwixc- 

ol the - 
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the rwo-Apoſtles. Though Peter and Pay! had a ſhort 
and ſharp conteſt at Antioch, Galat. 2.11, where Paul 
_— bim to his face , yet here their hearts, and 
.hands, and tongues, meet lovingly together in the 

improving of the ſame portion of Scripture : Both 
of them ſhew firſt pegatively, how it could not litre- 
rally be meant of David , ( whoſe body was cor- 
rupted and his Sepulchre remained amongſt them 
unto that day) and therefore poſir/axly muſt be meant 
myſtically and prophetically of Chriſt, 

Nowas I amchatitably confident that all who hear 
me this day, are ſatisfied and aſſured herein, That our 
Saviours body ſaw no corruption , fo give me leave 
to be jealous over you with a godly jealouſte, for fear 
ſome miſtake the cauſe of this his incorruptibility, 
and bottom it on a falſe foundation. Some perchance 
may impure 1t to the ſhorrnets of the time he lay in 
his grave , being but a day and rwo pieces of a day , 
xumero rotundo, though currente ſtilo they commonly 
be called and counted three daies, Theſe do powere 
non cau{am procauſa ; tor the time was long enqugh 
inthat hot Countrey, to cau{e putrefation, confide- 
ring that our Saviours body was much bruifed and 
broken with the whips, nails, and ſpears, { befides 
the effuſion of much bluod ) which would rhe ſooner 
have invited corruption. 

Others perchance put the untaintedneſs of his 
body upon the account of the great quantity of Myrrh 
and ors ( about an hundred pound weight )) and other 
precious {pices,wherewith 1o/eph and Nicodemme, Tohn 
19, 39. imbalmed it, This affo ts an unfound 'upinion; 
jor all the ſpices of Arabia cannot ſecure a corpſe 
from putritying , though they may preſerve it =_ 

uch 
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1, 
(3) 
ſachputrifaRion ſhall not be noyſom to others in-the 
iſ! favour thereof , not keeping ir from corrwpting , 
but from offending. 

Thetrue reaſonis this, Though Chriſts ſoul was 
parted from his body, ( and where diſpoſed of, God 
only knows , during his remainder in the grave ) yet 
the union with'the Deity was nz ver diſſolved , which 
priviledged his corple from corruption. $9 that had 
it been poſſible ( which was impoſsible, as is incon- 
ſiſtent with Gods promile.and pleaſure) for his corpſe 
to have lien in the grave till this inſtant, they had 
been perpetuated inanintire eſtate , whilſt it 1s true 
of David as itis.in the Text , after be had ſerved his 
own generation by the will of God,he fell on ſleep, and was 
laidunto his Fathers, and [awrcorrnption. 

Obſerve in the, words four principal parts ; 

I, What-a generation 15. 

2. What itis to ſerve ones. generation. 

3. How David lerved his own generation. 

4. Howme after hisexample are to ſerve ours. 

Of theſeiaorder, and firſt ws will confider whac 
a generation 1, 

A-Generation is 4 company of men and women, "born, 
living and dying much about the (ame time : 1 (2y,much 


- ubone the fame time ; for ſeven rears, under or over, 
'. ſoener or hater, breaketh no ſquares herein, but that 


the {aid perfons are reducible to the ſame generation. 
Thus, Mat. 1, 17. All the Generations from Abraham 


- 40 David, are fourteen Gentrations: and from David nn- 
wil the carrying away into Babylon, arc fourteen Generd=- 
' Was :611from the carrying away rto Baby lon-unto Chriſt, 
'kte"foarteen Generations, Now all generartons are not 


of. equal extent; ſo admirable the Longevitie of hole - 
before - 
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*"before the Flood, pros mac eo our ſhore lives, fince 
God for our fins hath contracted the cloth of our 
life to three ſcore and ten years, and all is but a courſe 
Lift which is more then that meaſure , Pſalm 90. 10. 
And if by reaſon of ftrength they be fourſcore years, yet is 
their ftrength labour and ſorrow, for it is ſoon cut of and 


we o away. 
9 t is remarkable, that Three Generations are al- 


wales at the ſame time on foot in the world ; 
namely, 

I. The Generation riſing. 

2, The Generation ſhining, 

3. The Generation ſetting. 

For ſhould God clear the earrh of all men at once, 
mankind could not be recruted bur by miracle ; be- 
ſides, neither humane Arts nor Sciences ; nor could 
the Scripture hanſomly' be handed and delivered 
from one Generation to another. God therefore of 
his goodneſs doth ſo order it, that rather then any 
.empty Interyal ſhould happen berwixt them , one 
Generation ſhould fold and lap over another. 
Theſe three degrees were moſt viſibly conſpicuous 
in the Levites , which till five and twenty years of 
age, were learning Levites, thence till fifty, a&#ing 
Levites, ( as being then in the ſtrengrh of their age) 
.imployed in the portage of the Tabernacle, and after 
fifty, had a Writ of eaſe from bodily labour, though 
they may be preſumed ro be bufied in the reaching of 
others. 

10 Pals wenowto explain what it 1s to ſerve our Ge- 
neration, To ſerveit, is todiſcharge our conſcience 
according to Gods wiltin his word, to our ſuperiours, 


equals, inferiours, all perſons ro whom >" 
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{ated in our generation, And the more eminent the 
perſon is in Church and State, the more are hiFrete- 
rences multiplyed,and the more publick and ponder- 
ous the ſervice is which heis to perform. Nor muſc 
it be forgotten, that David was a King, in which re- 
ſpect it was proper for him to rule and command his 
own Generation and yet it is ſaid, he ſerved the 
ſame. Princes are nor priviledged by their greatneſs, 
only to tyranize over others, but are accountable to 
God, how well they diſcharge their duty to all ſuch 
to whom they are reſpected. 

1t Proceed weto ſee how David (erved his generati- 
on, which he did in an eight-fold capacity. Firſt as a 
dutifull ſon to his Father and Mother. 1 Sam. 22.3» 
And David went thence to Mizpeh of Moab , and be 
ſaid unto the King of Moab, Let my Father and Mother,T 
pray thee come forth , andbe with yew , till I know what 
God will ds for me. And he bronzht them before the King 
of Moab, and they dwelt with him all the while that 
David was is the hold, The caſe was thns, David 
foreſaw that the tempeſt of Sauls fury would fall full 
heavy on his Fathers family , he ſoreſaw alſo that 
though he himſelf might be alwaics on the wing , 
hunted from place to place as a Patridge on the 
Mountain, yet his aged Þ .renrs could not keep pace 
with his ſuddain, uncertain, unſeaſonable, late and 
long removeance, and therefore as a durifull ſon he 
3» "rang for them a private place of peiceable re- 
pole, 

12 Secondly he ſerved his generation as a very loving 
Brother , witneſs the dangerous viſit ( which at his 
Fathers command ) he gave his Brethren in the 
Camp, ( when Goliab was in the field ) viRualling 
| B | them 
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them wich all neceſſary proviſion, on the ſame token 
that pe received nothing for his pains ſave a jeer from 
Eliab his eldeſt brother. 1 Sam. 17. 28. Why camef 
tho down hither ? and with whom haſt thou left thoſe 
few ſheep in the wilderneſs ? 1 know thy pride , and the 
nanghtine(s of thine beart , for thou art come dawn, that 
thou mighteſt ſce the battle, 

t} Thirdly he ſerved his generation as a kind and 
carefull Husband. I will not excuſe his Polygamie, 
having many wives at once, nor dare I flatly condemn 
it, God conniving thereat in the antient Patriarchs. 
However David cannot be charged with want of love 
amongſt his ſtore of wives. Once I confels he made 
a tart and ſharp return to Michal, 2 Sam. 6.21. 
mocking him for dancing before the Ark. But was 
there not 4 cauſe , when through the fides of Dawid 
the ſtruck at all true devotion? and ſmartneſson ſuch 
occaſion is zeal, and no treſpaſs againſt Marital af- 
feRion, 

24 Fourthlyhe ſerved his generation as a tender Fa- 
ther indeed; he faulty , it was i» the exceſs , being 
over-indulgent to Abſolom and Adonjah, whom he 
never wn to task nor called to account, ( 1 Kings 
1.6.) Why have youdoneſo ? ( and ſeeing he would 
notuſe the rod on them, God therefore uſed them as 
arod on him ) ſuch cockering we confels is a catch- 
ing diſeaſe amongſt us parents z but to give David 
his due, for the main, he behaved himſelf no doubr 
as a diſcreet and tender Father to his numerous 
iſſue, 

15 Fifthly, he was a faſt and faithfull Friend ; wit- 
neſs the exchange of hearts as well as cloathes , 
which paſſed berwixt him and lonatbay : yea Mende 

made 
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TP 
made a tripartite expreſſion of his affeftion. 1, He 


loved Fonathen in his life, 2. Lamenced him art , 
3- Shewed mercy to him, after his death , 2 Sam. 9. 3. 
in reſtoring Mephibeſeth to all his lands, and making 
him Fellow-Commoner at his own Table ; So that we 
may truly ſay and juſtifie the expreſſion, There was 
two men, Jonathan and Dayidz and ic will be made 
good by the Rules of Amity , it any queſtion the 
phraſe in the Rule of Grammer. 

16 Sixthly, he was a loyall Subje& , whereof he gave 
two ſignal teſtimonies , like to find more to admire 
then to imitate them amongſt poſterity,it any ſhould 
chance to be eſtated in his condition with the fame 
advantage - For being Reverſton'd to the Crown , 
he twice had an opportunity ( if ſo pleaſed) ro put 
himſelf into the preſent poſleſhon thereot. Once 
when he had Sas! in the Cave, 1 Sam. 24. 5. and his 
heart ſmot him for being over- bold with Gods ans 
nointed , though he did but cur off a skirt of his 
Garment, Again, 1 Sam. 26. 12. when be found 
Saal aſleeping,and (if ſo diſpoſed) might have left hims a 
ſleeping , till the ſound ot the laſt Trumpet ſhould 
ſummon him to awake, A furly General walking 
the Round, and finding one of his Centinels aſleep, 
nailed him with his ſpear to the earth , and excuſed 
his a& with chis jeſt , ( whether witty or cruel, let 
others judge ) Dormientem inveni, Dormientem reliqui, 
Sleeping 1 found him, and ſleeping I left him. David 
might have done the like , eſpecially ſeeing 4biſha 
( not to fay Providence ) impelled him thereunto, but 
would nor ( as having a principle of piety within 
him, which remonſtrated againſt ſuch proceed- 
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17 Seventhly, he was a prudent Sovyeraign both in 
peace and war, in Court and Camp, for the ſpace of 
fall forty years, going in aad out before the people 
of 1ſrael, whom ke ruled prudently with all his 
might. 1 confeſs his ſon CAbſolom taxed him with 
negle& of the affairs of State, 2 Sam. 15. 3, thatno 
man was deputed by him ro hear the cauſes and re- 
dreſs the grievances of his oppreſſed ſubjets. But 
what ſaith our plain proverb, 11! will never ſpeaks well, 
And therefore [ liſten to Abſvloms words as to a loud 
Libell ; and we ſhould be no leſs injurious to our own 
judgements then to Davids innocenceFin giving cre- 
dit to a proud ambitious ſon , againſt an holy and 
humble Father, | 

18 Eightly andlaſtly, David ſerved his generation as 
a gracious Saint; this was the Diamond of the Ring, 
and I have kept the beſt wine for the laſt,to cloſe and 
conclade Davids character therewith. He is termed 
in this Chapter, ver. 22, 4 man after Gods own heart, 
being the beſt tranſcript or copy of the beſt Ort- 

inal. 

9 , Objeftion. But you wittingly , and willingly, and 
wilfully, will ſome ſay,have ſuppreſſed and concealed 
a neceſſary cruth , becauſe tending to Davids diſpa- 
ragement. Saint Pawl ſaith, Titus 3. 3. that ſome men 
ſerve divers Iuſts and pleaſures, and ſo did David him- 
felf. He did not =_ his generation , but his own 
wicked wantonneſs, when he imbroydered his Adul- 
tery with Bathſheba with the Murder of Hriah. 

20 «Anſwer, Onot aword, nota lyllable, not aletter, 
not a tittle hereof, God hath forgotten it, why 
ſhould man remember it £ God hath caſt it behind 


bis back , why ſhould we caſt it in the teeth of _ 
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. G9) 
wids memory let us never mention it to his diſgrace, 
but for our own direction; Partly to teach us not to 
truſt in our ſelves, leſt we fall into fin; partly to 
comfort us , that after fin committed, pardon is ob- 
tainable on our unfeigned repentance. 

21 Yearhisis a very comfortable con(ideration, That 
though there be many faults, failings and defeRs in 
our performances, yet if there be ſincerity ( Goſpel 
Ty therein , if our hearts be ſet to (eek the 

ord God of our Fathers, God will be mercifull un- 
to us, though we be not purified according to the 
purification of the SanQtuary, | 

22 Thus Le(notwithſtanding the ſoul fact of Inceſt 
committed by him) is called a righteous man, 2 Pe, 
2. 8, Men opprobriouſly taint and term people by 
the obliquity of one irregalar at , which with un- 
charitable tongues is enough to ecclipſe yea ex- 
ringuith the credit of all other gracesin him , but 
God doth Denominate and Epithite perſons from 
the reCtitude of the general habit of their lives, yea 
by him ſuch ſhall be reputed, accepted, received 7s 
ſerve our generation, 

23 Toconcludethis point, he was a witty.man who 
firſt taught ſtones to ſpeak by engraviag of Epitaphs 
upon them: But he was wicked man who firſt taughr 
ſtones to lie, abnling poſterity with notorious un- 
cruths in flattering Inſcriptzons on many Monu» 
ments ; but I call maliceit ſelf to witneſs , whether 
the enſuing Epitaph might not with modeſt truth be 
ingraved on Davids Sepulchrez 
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Here 
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Here lieth interred the ( orpſe of bim who when 
living, was a dutiful Son , a loving Brother , 
a kind Husband , a tender Father , a faithfull 
Friend, a loyall Subj&, a proyident Soveraign , 
a gracious Saint, in a word, one who ſerved his 
own Generation after the will of God. 


24 But ſhould I 0 pm ſhould not doright to Da» 
wids deſerts. Be it known that beſides the ſerving his 
own Generation , David did and doth ſerve all Ge- 
nerations in the world as long as time ſhall laſt,as be- 
ing the inſtrumencall Author of the Pſalms. Far be 
it trom me to make odious compariſons betwixt ei- 
ther perſons or things that are emineat, or to ſer dif- 
ference betwixt Gods Word (as once the Diſciples 
fell out among(t chemſelves which ſhould be the 
greateſt ) which is the moſt heavenly part thereof g 
but ſurely the ?ſalzss are inferiour to no part of the 

_ . Old Teſtamenr. 

25 The Rabins have a fond conceit, that Manxs did 
reliſhin the mouthes of men as the Eaters thereof 
did fancy to themſelves , having the Guſt of fleſh , 
fiſh or fowl, roaſt, boyl'd, or bak'd, as the eater there- 

: of did wiſh or deſire : I call this a fond conceit, as 
contrary to an expreſs in Scripture , Exodus 16. 31. 
wherein the taſte thereof is confined to wafers made 
with honey. But this I will boldly ſay and maintaia , 
that the Pſalms of David ſhall reliſh to an hungr 
ſoul, as he ſhall (nor out of humour and cauſele 8 
fancy, bur ) judiciouſly defireit, Wouldſt thou have 

it 
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x taſte bitter 2 it ſhall taſte bitter and reprove thee; 
taſte ſweet ? it ſhall taſte ſweet and comfort theeztaſte 
betwixt both, bitter-ſweet? it ſhall bitter-ſweet coun- 


ſel and adviſe thee. 


26 Proceed we now to gom—_ : It ſerveth to con- 


27 


futethree ſorts of people - Firſt the covetous, who 
are ſo far from ſerving their Generation,that they will 
ſcarce ſerve themſelves, and allow neceſlaries for 
their own comfortable ſubfiſtence, Secondly, the 
voluptuous man,who only ſerveth himſelf and is good 
to no other, Theſe inſtead of ſaying, Ler us faſt and 
prays ſay, Let us eat and drink for to morrow we 

all die. Thirdly the ſuperſtitious man,who immur- 
eth himſelf in a Cloyſter, cryinz his lite up for an 
high piece of holineſs, burying both his parts and 
perſon therein. Surely the Church and State he li- 
yeth in,may juſtly commence a ſuit,and have an ation 
of debt againſt him, for not repaying them propor- 
tionably to his abilities, who by his lazineſs will not 
ſerve his Generation. 

Others there are, who are ſo far from ſerving their 
Generation , That they di(-ſerve it, and do much 
mifchief therennto, either by their bad writings or 
vicious example. Bad writings, either ſcurrilous 
againſt modeſty , or ſcandalous againſt charity , or 
blaſphemous againſt piety , as either in maintaining 
erroneous opinions, or defending vicious practiſes z 
ſuch black broods are bad whileſt in their neſts, con- 
cealed in the ſtudies of rheir Authors, but well worſe 
when fledg'd and flown abroad into the world,ſo that 
it is not in the power of. the Hen toclock in her 
own Chickens again, and recall what they have 


compoſed. 
Seeondly, 


- al | I2 
* *"2$ Secondly, they arenot only unprofitable , but de- 
iruQtive ſervants to poſterity, who leave the Copies 
of bad examples behind them , ſo that they know 
not when they have done inning ; yea it is to be 
feared, that whilſt their ſouls are ſuffering in a wofull 
place , they ſtill may be finning here on earth, If it 
be true what * Symmachus ſaith, Author eft bonorum [e- 
quentium qui bonum retinquit exemplums By the ſame 
proportion, he that leaveth an ill Precedent, is the 

Father and Founder of all the evil which may enſue 

thereupon; like Feroboam ſeldom mentioned in Scri- 

pture but with his train ſweeping after him, the ſon of 

Nebat which made Iſrael te ſin. 

29 God grant that when we die , our fins may be bu- 
riedin our Graves, or rather ( which is a more Chri- 
ſtian expreſſion , and more conformable to the pro- 
portion of Faith ) that before we die, our ſins may 
be buried in Chriſts grave, pardoned and forgiven un- 
co us, eſpecially that we leave not behind us ill ex- 
amples for the poyſoning and perverting of ſuch as 
ſhall ſurvive us. For as it is laid of Abel, Heb, 11, 4. 
Me being dead yet ſpeaketh : {o is it ſadly true of many 
who are dead and rotten , that they ſtul le, curſe, 
ſwear, here on earth, occafioning the _ in others 
by their wicked patterns and practiſes they have lefr 
behind them. 

o Objeftion, But ſome will plead themſelves privi- 
ledged and « xempted from ſerving their Generation, 
becauſe of the badneſs thereof. David ( lay they ) 
had ſome comforr in, and credit by ſerving his Gene- 
ration, having tor his Time-fellows lo many Worthies 
in all profeisions. Worthy Prieſts, A bimelecb , 
LAbiathar, Zadock ;, worthy Captains, Foab, Abiſhar, 

Benaia, 


(13) 


Benaia, tlis fon of Fehijedahs worthy States-men , 
Huſs, Adoniram ; worthy Prophets, Nathan, Gad, 

. Whereas 1 live in ſucha Generation, that all the 
Ro Kocchice inthe Old and New Teſtament ma y 
truly be applyed hereogeys A ſinbvorn eeneration , 4 
ſrowerd 2g Pia!m 58. 8. A rebeilions genera- 
tien, ageneration that (ct »ot their heart aright, and 
w aſe Fo irit s not ft df ut with Gd. A generation of 
vipers, Mat.3.7. A \ faichlels £ 'eneration, Mat.17.17» 
Whether you rake Lin Divi,21;y tor lack of belief to- 
Warc 'S God, Or 19 Mor :/ [ty tor want of truth and truſt 
cowards mans and who can find in his heart to ſerve 
l0 wicked a Py neration ? 

Some will ſay, { further to improve this Object:- 
on) O char I had been born {ome years after the per- 
facue; on in the Reignof Queen ary, thor ſo my 
threeſcore aud ten: y2ars,theage of man, might have 
run parallel with th xe proſperous times of Ancen Eli- 
zabeth, King Tames , and King Charls$ and d have de- 
termined {and expired lome years before the begin- 

ing of our late civil wars: Had my nativity been 
fixe _ in tl12r peaceable poſition, O then I would wil- 
I'ngty, and readily,and cheartully, and joyfully, and 
thaukinlly have ſerved my own generation ; where- 
25 now 1 havenoliſt,and lefscomfore todo it, being 
condemned to live in fo wicked an age, made up ot 
me uregs of time, the badneis whereof 1s more dan- 
gerovs then « ifficulr to deſcribe, 2nd may with more 
al ety be Cc neſt by t. :e hearers , then expreſt by the 
Preicner in iS Pl: ICC. 

Anl.l have three ch111125 toreturr, in an{wer hereunto, 

Firſt, grant the Obje@or ſpeaket very much of 
ret bercim , v<t it the times be io bad as he com- 

C Plaineth, 


+ 
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_ OR 
Planet), their bauneſs will ſerve for a foyl to ſet off 
h:3 goodneſs, and render it the more conipicuous , 
making him, Philip. 2.15. to ſhine the brighter 4s a 
Uight in the wirid in the midſt of 4 crooked and perverſe 
Nation, Alas, thy little Faith would have made no 
ihow, hadſt thou lived in the age of Abrabam ; thy 
Patience would have ſeemed but a dwarf to the Gi- 
alt patience of Job , hadſt thou been his contempo- 
rary z thy meekneſs had appeared as nothing, if me- 
ſured with the meeknels of Hoſes , had you been 
partners 1in the ſame generation, Whereas now a l:t- 
cle Faith, Patience, Meeknels, and fo of other gra- 
ces, will makea very good preſence in the publick, 1t 
the Age thou liveſt in be ſo bad as thou doſt com- 
pljn, and others perchance do believe. 

Secondly, I ſuſpe& this to bs nothing eiſe but a 
device of thy deceitfull heart, thereby to cozen thine 
oznlelt. The Objedtion ſpeaks the ſtate of thy loul 
robe much like the temper of the Scribes and Pha- 
rilees, CAſat. 23. 30, If we { ſay they) bad been in 
the dates of our Fathers, we would no: have been par- 
takers with the blood of the Prophets. Yet theſe pre- 
cended pittifull perſons were ;ndeed more cruel then 
their Anceſtors. Their Fathers killed the Men, they 
the Maſter , their Fathers the Servant they the Son; 
their Fathers murdered the Prophets of God, they 
the God of tholte Prophets, lo tar forth as he was 
murderable in his humane natu:e; and it is vehement- 
ly to be (uſpected, that if thou beeſt bad now, thou 
wounldſt not haye been good, hail the time of thy 
Nativity anfivered thine own defire, Iris a ſhrewd 
preſumption, that he who bet.ave.! himſelt as 2 
Woolf in I's own gcnczation , would not have 
been 


been a Lam in what Age ſoever he had lived. 


34 Laſtly, Beggars muſt be no chooſers ; thou artnot 
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ro ſerve the generation before thee, nur the genera 
tion after thee , nor any other of thy own cteRion , 
but thy own gene: ation, wherein Divine Providence 
hath been pleaſed ro piace thee : Saint Pau; faith, 
Epheſians 5. 22. Wives ſubmit your ſelves unto your own 
husbands. Some will fay , had T tuch an oneto my 
husband,I could willingly obey him,he is of ſo meek, 
mild and {weer a aiſpolition,but mine is of lo moroſe 
and froward a nature, it goes againſt my nature co be 
dutifu!l unto him. However, though the hath ot 
che ſame comfort, the hath the ſame cauſe of ſubmil- 
ſion , obliging in conicience to Gods command 
husbands muit love cheir own wives, wives obey their 
own husbands; husbands and wives with Dawved, muſt 
ſerve their own generation. 

But now that my {word may cut on both ſides, as 
hitherto we have confurted tuch who are faulty in 
their defect,2nd will not {erve their generation, fo 
others offend in the excels, not being only ſervants, 
but ſlaves and vaſlals to the age they live in, proſti- 
turing their cuniciences todo any thing ( how unjuſt 
ſoever) to be a Favovrite to the Times : Surely a 
cautiou- concealment is lawful, and wary filence is 
commendable in perilous times. AmosS5., 13. It is av 
evil rime, therefore the wiſe ſhall hold their peace, And 


| confeſs that a prudential compliance in Religion in 


things indifferent , is juſtifiable, as alſo in all civil 
concernments, wherein the con'cience is nor viola- 
ted ; but wherein the will of the times crofleth the 
will of God, our Indentures are cancelled from fer- 
ying them, and God only is to be « beyed, 


”__ There 
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There is ſome difference in reading the precept, 
Rom, 12. 11, occaſioned from the ſimilitude of the 
words in the original, ( though utrerly unlike in Our 
Englith tongue \ ſome reading i it ſerving the Lord , 
others ſerving the time, I will not ditpute which in 
the Greek :s the truer Copite, but do oblerve thar 
Davids precedent in my Text, 1sa perfect expedient, 
to demonſtrate that both Lections may and ought to 
be reconciled in our practiſe : He ſerved his generation, 
there is ſerving the times ; but wh at fo:lowerh 2 by the 
will of Cod,there 1s ſerving the Lord;this by him was, 
by us muſt be pertormed.- 

Saint Stephen, Ads 7, 2. beganhis Sermon to the 
people with theſe words, Men, Brethren, and Fa- 
thers, which words I thus expound and apply. By 
Mea, he meant young folk which had atrained to the 
ſtrength and ſtacure of men, and were mucin younger 

then himſelf. By Brethren, thole of his own ſtanding 
and {emority in the world ( probadly torty years old 
or thereabouts ) and therefore he ſaluted ſuch with a 
familiar Appellation as a badge of equality. Thirdly 
Fathers, bei ng aged people, more antient then him- 
telt, as appearerh | by his term of reſpe& addrefled to 
perſons diſtanced above him. 'This diftinftion will 
ſerve me firſt pertectly ro compriſe, then methodi- 
cally to ciſtinguiſh all my Auditors i this Congre- 
2410. 

I begin witch you men, which are of the Generation 
riſing, it being bootlels tor me to addreis my lelt to 
children not arrived at their underſtanding, concern- 
ing whom ! turn my preaching to them to Praying 
for them, and wiſh them good ſucce(s in che name of 
the Lord. 

Ic 
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It 15 your baunden Cuty to omit no opportunity to 
inform your ſclves both in Learning and Religion , 
{rom thoſe that living with you are ot more age and 
experience, and demean your ſelves unto chem with 
all reverenceand reſpe&t, O let them go fairly their 
own pace and path to their graves, Do not thruſt 
tiem into the pic with your prepolterous thes. 
Filins ante diem, O when will be dre ani his name periſh! 
rather enceavour to prolong the dates of —_ Ca- 
rents by vour ley omay deportment unto them, ſtay 
but 2 while, and they will w illingly refign cheir room 
unto y« U , 4 [1 goes whereof thote ſu; \erannated 
Bazzildaes do contentedly ſurrender the lawfu!l 
pleaſures ot this life, 2 Sam. 20, 37. to you ther 
Chimch:ns, cheir ſons and ſucceflors,to be by 1 cu 
with lobricty and moderation peaceably polleflc. 
and comtortably enjoyed. 

You Brethren, who are pew-fellows in the {ame 
Age with my leit, who are paſt our verticall point , 
and are now entered ito the Autumn of our lite, 
give me leave to beſpeak you with becoming bold- 
neſs, fam: liarity bcleeming rhole of the ſue form 
together; there 15 a new Generation come upon , let 
us therefore think of going oft the Stage, endea- 
vouring io to A our parts , that we may comegoit, 
not {0 much with applauſe from man, as approoagion 
from God. 1t welive long, we ſh1ll be looktupon 
as the barren fg-tree that combereth the ground 3 
we muſt make room for ſucceſſion, as our tathers 
have done for us. Andlet this be our greateſt care , 
to derive and Geliver Religion in all che fundamentals 
"ape in as good a plight and condition to our 
ons, as we received it from our Fathers, O let us 
' C 3 lea e 


leave Gods hioute as tenantableas we found it, let it 
not be {aid, chac we willingly letthe fair Fabrick of 
Faich and good Lite co run to ruine in our, ſo that 
the nexs Age may juſly ſue us for Dilapida- 
tions. | 
41: Whenour Saviour (aid unto his Diſciples, Matth. 
26.21. Yerily I ſay unto you, that one of you ſhall betray 
me , they were exceeding ſorrowfull , and began every one 
of them to ſay unto birw, Lord it I ? yea Fudas him- 
ſelf lagging at laſt with his Isic I Lord! and was re - 
rurned with Thou ſaidft it, 
42 Thus ac thelaſt day of judgement ſhall genera- 
cions be arraigned betore God, Bur to confne our 
Application only to thoſe three within the laſt (1x- 
{core years ; if God jhould ſay unto them, 0c of you 
have betrayed my truth. how would it put them all up- 
on their particular purgation! /s it 7 Lord? ſaith the firſt 
oeveration in the raign of King Edward the fixt, ſurciy 
chey thall be acquitted whoin the Marian daies te2]- 
ed the crutch with their blood. Is it I Lord? iaich che 
tecond generation , laſting all the Reign oi Queen 
EliFabety to the middleot King James. That allo 
will be cleared as publickly preſerving che purity ot 
true Doctrine in the thirty nine Articles. : 
Whit a ſhame ſhall it be, it when our Age hall 
ask with 1#das, iS it I 7 we ſhall bereturned, thou ha? 
ſaid it, Yours is the Age that hath betrayed my 
Truth to Errour , Unity to Faction , Piety to Pro- 
phaneſs ; ſad , when ſuch a Fact ſhall be ſo clear that 
1t cannot- be denyed , and yet (o foul that it can« 
not bedetended, However, this my too juſt fear may 
conſiſt with hope of betcer things of you, and ſuch 
as accompany lalvation, 
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44 I:nuſt conclude with you Reverend Fathe: s, whom 
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my loyalty cannot paſs by without doing my due 
Homage to the Crown of your Age , eſpecially it it be 
found in the way of truth. Give me leave to tell you 
belong co that generation which is paſſed out of this 
world : not only the Van or Front, and alfo the main 
body and battle of your Army are marched to their 
graves ( and their fouls I hope toheaven } whileſt 
Divine Providence for reaſons beſt known. ro himſelf, 
hath reſerved you to bring up ( «ﬆs I may lay) the 
vecy rear of the rexr of your generativn, O Co 
not miſtake this Reprieve for a Pardo1 z and here 
give me leave to uſe a plain bur exprefhive Simili- 
rude. | 

Have you never ſeen a wanton child run a fire- 
brand againſt the Hearth or back ot the Chymney , 
and ſo on a ſuddain make a skie of ſparks ? of which 
ſpa: ks ſome inſtantly expire,others continue a pretty 
time and then go out, others laſt a lictle longer , 
whileſt one or two ( as having a greater ſtock of toot 
tofeed them ) hold outa good while, but at laſt are 
extinguitht, Man is born to labour, as ſparks do fly 
upward , ſome preſently go out watted from the 
womb tothe winding- ſheet ; others live to ripe men, 
others to be old men; ſome whole temper and tein- 
perance are more ſignal thenin others, to be counted 
wonderous old , but all ar laſt die and fall co rhe 
earth. 

Ve read, Rewelat. 10.2. of an Angel who hai 
his right foot on the Sea, and his left on che earth. 
This may feem a ſtrange ſtride, fave that it abatern 
the wonder, becauſe Angels when pleaſed to aſſume 
bodie*, 


(20) 
bodies, may extend themſelves to a vaſt ( though 
finite ) proportion. But you,though meet men, and 
weak men , muſt ſtride a greater "diſtance having 
your lett toot already in the Grave, endeavour to 
have your right foot in Heaven, and waving all love 
of this world, fer your minds and meditations alone 
on God and godlineſs, In a word , whatever our 
Age be, rifing, {lining or ſetting, Men, Brethren or 
Fathers, let us endeavour with David in my Text , 
according to the will of God to ſerve our own Ge- 
neration. 


Come we now to the ſad occahon of our pre- 
ſent meeting, to perform the laſt Chriſtian Office 
ro our Deceaſed Brother , well known to many of 
you, and tonone better then to my lelf. A child 
is like a man in the fimulitude of parts, though not 
of degrees, and in ſome meaſure he did bncerely 
with David ſerve his Generation, He was a durifull 
Son unto his aged Mother, as ſhe cannot but con- 
teſs, and will 1 hope ( as occaſion is offered ) re- 
member and reward it to his wite and children, A 
loving Brother, a kind Husband, and I doubt not 
but his widow will diſcharge her mutual affec:ion to 
himin his relations, 

Bathſheba thus deſcribeth a good wiſe, Proverbs 
31. 12. She will do her huchand good and nut evi! 
all the daies of her life. 1t is not faid, all the d-125 0! 
bis life, but of her life, Wrat if he ſhov!\! ctrunce 
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to die, and the to ſurvive him , yea afrer to marry 
again , (as God fcrbid any thould be debarred 
marrying in the Lord, eſpecially for their own 
and childrens adyantage ) yet ſtill ſhe would 
do good unto him all the daies of her life. To 
him, that is to his memory , mentioning with re» 
ſpet - To him, that is co his children and 
triends , carefull over the one, and curteous over 
the other, 


He was a tender Fathe: and faithfull Friend, wit- 
neſs the many welunteer mourners, ( an unuſuall pro- 
portion for a perſon of his quality ) who at their own 
charge have habited themielves , that the outward 
ſadnels of their cloathes might exprels the inward 
ſorrow of their hearts : He was an excellent Maſter, 
having bred many good workmen in his Vocation , 
and I hope they will prove good husbands too, Lec 
me add, he was an excellent ſubject ; for according 
to that which his conicience (with many others) 
conceived to be loyaltie : he loſt much of, and ha- 
zarded all his eſtate, 


Laſtly and chiefly , he was a good Saint , having 
more piety then he ſthewed, and as daily he conſum- 
ed in his body, he was ſtrengthened in his ſoul 
in Faith through Chriſt , whereot he gave many 
teſtimonies before, towards, and at his death, 
W hart ſhall I ſpeak of his parts of Nature, fo far 
above his education and proteſſion , that he might 
have paſt for a Scholar amongſt Scholars, tor 
his 


(22) 
his wit and pleaſant expreſsions : But God now 


narh ,made him his free-mman, and paid him his 
wages for {o well ſerving his Generation. 


